
From: Edward Davis
To: Allison Greenleaf; Cyrenea Piper; Dewey Wesley; Sara Eno
Cc: John Oakleaf
Subject: FWS Memo
Date: Sunday, December 15, 2019 10:51:32 AM
Attachments: FWS memo template.docx

Hey,
 
FYI, here is a template for you if you need to write a FWS memo.  Bobby requested one from me,
and I didn’t have a template, so to alleviate you having to track one down in the future.
 
Thanks,
Ed
 
--
Ed Davis
Wildlife Biologist, USFWS
Mexican Wolf Recovery Project
PO Box 856 Alpine, AZ 85920
Edward_Davis@fws.gov
Office: (928) 339-4329
Cell:  (505) 269-0919
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FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

Mexican Wolf Alpine Field Office 

42803 US HWY 180

USFS Site 2, Space 27

Alpine, AZ 85920

Phone: (928) 339-4329

December 9, 2019

Robert Fortiz, Conservation Law Enforcement Officer

Arizona/New Mexico District

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

42803 US HWY 180

USFS Site 2, Space 27

Alpine, AZ 85920



Dear Mr. Fortiz:

I am sending this memo to provide you with an account as to how I came in possession of a trap with a wolf foot in it on 11/30/2019.  Two Mexican wolves were captured by a private trapper (Bud Womack; self-reported the trapped wolf) on 11/14/2019.  One wolf broke free of the anchoring device and escaped with a trap still on its foot at approximately 0200 on 11/15/2019.  The other wolf was processed and taken to captivity for veterinary care.  Since that time, I have been physically searching and hoping for any information as to where the wolf with a trap on its foot could be.  

On 11/30/2019, I received a call from Jess Carey (Catron County, NM Wolf Depredation Investigator) at 1522 that quickly dropped due to bad service.  We were able to communicate at 1525 when he called me back.  He and Stephen Gomez (Wildlife Services) had seen a wolf with a trap on its foot at 14:15 along the Rainy Mesa Road in Gila National Forest, NM.  They had seen a canid and pulled over to look at it thinking it could have been a coyote.  They got their UTV trailer stuck in the process, and indicated that the wolf was seen approximately 100 meters to the east of the struck trailer.  Jess indicated that there was snow cover on the ground and paraphrased that I could likely track it and grab the chain, that it didn’t look to be moving that well.  

I arrived on scene at approximately 1700 on 11/30/2019.  I quickly found the stuck UTV trailer along the Rainy Mesa road and proceeded to search the snow for wolf tracks.  I found wolf tracks and a drag mark from where the trap chain had been dragging in the snow.  After following the tracks east for approximately 25 meters, I came across a coilspring foothold trap.  The trap had a Mexican wolf paw in it and I believe that this was the trap from the wolf from the night of 11/14/2019.  I found the trap at 33.55081,-108.62466.  I took several pictures prior to touching the trap, took a GPS coordinate, then hung the trap on a nearby tree to retrieve.  I then tracked the wolf for approximately 600 meters to check for blood or in case I came across a sick wolf.  The animal appeared to be moving fine and little blood was seen, so I came back to the hanging trap and then drove back towards Reserve, NM.  I then notified my supervisors and the Interagency Field team that I had found the trap and had it in my procession.  I talked with KC Gehrt (New Mexico Game and Fish Department Law Enforcement Supervisor) while in Reserve, NM.  He instructed me to give the trap to Mr. Fortiz.  I proceeded back to the Mexican Wolf Alpine Field Office and placed the trap in a chest freezer.

I gave the trap and wolf foot (still in the trap) to Mr. Fortiz on 12/2/2019.  We took a muscle sample from the foot for genetic analysis.

Sincerely,

		Edward D. Davis



Wildlife Biologist, USFWS



Robert Fortiz, Conservation Law Enforcement Officer	

[bookmark: _GoBack]cc: Mexican Wolf Recovery Field Projects Coordinator, Albuquerque, NM
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